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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is in response to Amendment filed November 18, 2005. 
Claims 1-29, 31, 33, 35, 37, 39, 41, and 43 are pending. Claims 1, 8, 15-19, 24, 29, 31, 
33, 35, 37, 39, 41, and 43 are amended. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Referring to the 35 USC 1 12 second paragraph rejection of claims 1 , 8, 15-19, 
24, 29, 31 , 33, 35, 37, 39, 41 , and 43, Applicant's amendment to the claims are 
acknowledged. As such, the 35 USC 112 second paragraph rejection of the claims is 
withdrawn. 

3. Referring to the objection to the specification, the objection has been withdrawn. 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-29, 31 , 33, 35, 37, 39, 41 , and 43 
have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

5. Claims 1-20, 22-25, 27-29, 31 , 33, 35, 37, 39, 41 , and 43 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US Patent Number 5,478,990 issued to 
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Montanari et al (hereafter Montanari), and further in view of US Patent Number 
5,978,773 issued to Hudetz et al (hereafter Hudetz). 

Referring to claim 1, Montanari discloses a label information providing method 
(Abstract; col. 4, lines 11-52), comprising: 

- storing label information related to a label, which shows at least commodity 
information (labels showing animal and production tracking information, see 
Fig. 1-2; col. 9, lines 25-60; col. 4, lines 42-52), in storage means by type of a 
commodity to which the label is affixed (label information stored in database 
by animal/product code, see Fig. 2; col. 8, lines 35-45; col. 11, lines 8-16); 

- accessing the storage means upon receipt of a query received from a user's 
terminal (database is accessed when label code is scanned by user, col. 4, 
lines 11-38), wherein the query is based on access destination information 
(bar-coded labels direct user to production history of food product stored in 
the database, col. 4, lines 11-38) directly provided on material associated with 
the commodity (label affixed to food product, col. 4, lines 11-17; Fig. 3 and 5); 

- reading out the label information which is required to be downloaded from the 
storage means (label code is scanned or read by user, col. 4, lines 1 1-38; 
label information downloaded/transferred from database to user, col. 1 1 , lines 
53-61); and 

- transmitting the label information to the user's terminal (col. 1 1 , lines 53-61 ). 
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Montanari teaches all of the above claimed subject matter and also teaches a 
query received from a user's terminal, wherein the query is based on access destination 
information directly provided on material associated with the commodity (refer to 
discussion of limitation above). 

However, Montanari remains silent as to the query being based on access 
destination information including a Uniform Resource Locator 

However, Hudetz teaches analogous art that includes a query that is based on 
access destination information including a Uniform Resource Locator (col. 10, line 21 - 
col. 11, line 39; Fig. 8-10). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time that the 
invention was made to modify Montanari to include a query that is based on access 
destination information including a Uniform Resource Locator, as taught by Hudetz. 

The ordinary skilled artisan would have been motivated to modify Montanari per 
the above for the purpose of accessing a remote server to obtain resources regarding a 
particular product (Hudetz, col. 11, lines 9-20). 

Referring to claims 15 and 35, the limitations of the claims are similar to the 
limitations of claim 1 above in form of a computer program (Montanari, col. 8, lines 35- 
45). Claims 15 and 35 are therefore rejected for the same reasons discussed in claim 1 . 
In addition, Claims 15 and 35 recite that the reading out of the label information, which 
is required to be downloaded from the storage means, is performed upon receipt of the 
query from the user's terminal (Montanari, label information is presented to the user to 
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be read after being downloaded/transferred from database to the user, col. 11, lines 53- 
61). 

Referring to claims 17, 29, and 37, the limitations of the claims repeat the 
respective limitations of claim 15 above in the form of a method (Montanari, Abstract; 
col. 4, lines 1 1-52). Claims 17, 29, and 37 are therefore rejected for the same reasons 
discussed in claim 15. 

Referring to claims 19 and 41, the limitations of the claims repeat the respective 
limitations of claim 15 above in form of a device (Montanari, col. 8, lines 35-45). Claims 
19 and 41 are therefore rejected for the same reasons discussed in claim 15. 

Referring to claim 8, Montanari discloses a label information providing method 
(Abstract; col. 4, lines 11-52), comprising the steps of: 

- storing label information related to a label, which shows at least commodity 
information (labels showing animal and production tracking information, see 
Fig. 1-2; col. 9, lines 25-60; col. 4, lines 42-52), in storage means by type of a 
commodity to which the label is affixed (label information stored in database 
by animal/product code, see Fig. 2; col. 8, lines 35-45; col. 11, lines 8-16); 

- storing the commodity information included in the label information in the 
storage means by relating the commodity information to the label information 
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(Abstract; col. 4, lines 42-52; col. 9, lines 51-60, see Fig. 2; col. 10, lines 20- 

27); 

- upon receipt of a query received from a user's terminal, the query being 
based on access destination information (bar-coded labels direct user to 
production history of food product stored in the database, col. 4, lines 1 1-38) 
directly provided on material associated with the commodity (label affixed to 
food product, col. 4, lines 11-17; Fig. 3 and 5), performing a search for label 
information which is stored in the storage means with reference to inputted 
commodity information (database is searched when label code is scanned by 
user, col. 4, lines 11-38); and 

- transmitting label information corresponding to a search result to the user's 
terminal (col. 1 1 , lines 53-61; see claims 20-22 of Montanari). 

Montanari teaches all of the above claimed subject matter and also teaches a 
query received from a user's terminal, wherein the query is based on access destination 
information directly provided on material associated with the commodity (refer to 
discussion of limitation above). 

However, Montanari remains silent as to the query being based on access 
destination information including a Uniform Resource Locator. 

However, Hudetz teaches analogous art that includes a query that is based on 
access destination information including a Uniform Resource Locator (col. 10, line 21 - 
col. 11, line 39; Fig. 8-10). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time that the 
invention was made to modify Montanari to include a query that is based on access 
destination information including a Uniform Resource Locator, as taught by Hudetz. 

The ordinary skilled artisan would have been motivated to modify Montanari per 
the above for the purpose of accessing a remote server to obtain resources regarding a 
particular product (Hudetz, col. 11, lines 9-20). 

Referring to claims 16 and 33, the limitations of the claims repeat the respective 
limitations of claim 8 above in form of a program (Montanari, col. 8, lines 35-45). Claims 
16 and 33 are therefore rejected for the same reasons discussed in claim 8. 

Referring to claims 18, 31, and 39, the limitations of the claims repeat the 
respective limitations of claim 8 above. Claims 18, 31 , and 39 are therefore rejected for 
the same reasons discussed in claim 8. 

Referring to claims 24 and 43, the limitations of the claims repeat the respective 
limitations of claim 8 above in form of a device (Montanari, col. 8, lines 35-45). Claims 
24 and 43 are therefore rejected for the same reasons discussed in claim 8. 

Referring to claims 2, 9, 20, and 25, the combination of Montanari/Hudetz 
discloses including access destination information in the commodity (Montanari, col. 10, 
lines 39-43; Hudetz, see Fig. 9). 
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Referring to claims 3 and 10, the combination of Montanari/Hudetz discloses that 
the access destination information is included in the same label that shows commodity 
information of the commodity (Montanari, see Fig. 2; Hudetz, see Fig. 9, col. 11, lines 9- 
39). 

Referring to claims 4 and 1 1 , the combination of Montanari/Hudetz discloses that 
the access destination information is included in a label which is different from a label 
showing commodity information (Montanari, col. 6, lines 10-26; col. 9, lines 51-67, Fig. 
2). 

Referring to claims 5 and 12, the combination of Montanari/Hudetz discloses that 
the access destination information is a URL (Hudetz, see Fig. 9). 

Referring to claims 6 and 13, the combination of Montanari/Hudetz discloses that 
the access destination information is bar-coded information of the URL (Hudetz, Fig. 9; 
col. 11, lines 9-20). 

Referring to claims 7 and 14, the combination of Montanari/Hudetz discloses that 
the label information is electronic data (Montanari, col. 4, lines 30-38; Hudetz, see 
barcode data in Fig. 9). 



Application/Control Number: 10/026,808 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2163 

Referring to claims 22 and 27, the combination of Montanari/Hudetz discloses 
storing user information inputted from the user's terminal (Montanari, col. 4, lines 10-52; 
col. 10, lines 51-61; col. 11, lines 8-16). 

Referring to claims 23 and 28, the combination of Montanari/Hudetz discloses 
storing user information and commodity provider information, which are inputted from 
the user's terminal by relating the user information to the commodity provider 
information (Montanari, Abstract; col. 4, lines 10-52; col. 9, lines 51-60, see Fig. 2; col. 
10, lines 20-27). 

6. Claims 21 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Montanari, in view of Hudetz, as applied to claims 19 and 24 above, and further in 
view of US Patent 6,493,724 issued to Cusack et al (hereafter Cusack). 

Referring to claims 21 and 26, while the combination of Montanari/Hudetz 
discloses all of the above claimed subject matter, and also discloses storage of 
commodity provider information ('ownership', Montanari, col. 6, lines 27-32), it remains 
silent as to judging whether or not commodity provider information inputted from the 
user's terminal exists in the information stored, and only when judging that the 
commodity provider information exists in storage, sending out label information 
corresponding to a search result to the user's terminal. 
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However, Cusack teaches analogous art that includes judging whether or not 
commodity provider information inputted from a user's terminal exists in information 
stored, and only when judging that a commodity provider information exists in storage, 
sending out label information corresponding to a search result to the user's terminal 
(Cusack, col. 10, lines 13-31 (see footnote 5); col. 11, line 31- col. 12, line 9; col. 13, 
lines 20-23 and 34-43, see footnote 6). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time that the 
invention was made to modify the combination of Montanari/Hudetz to include judging 
whether or not commodity provider information inputted from a user's terminal exists in 
information stored, and only when judging that a commodity provider information exists 
in storage, sending out label information corresponding to a search result to the user's 
terminal, as taught by Cusack. 

The ordinary skilled artisan would have been motivated to modify the 
combination of Montanari/Hudetz per the above for the purpose of enabling highly 
specific research needs to be very particularly and efficiently met (Cusack, col. 10, lines 
24-30). 

Conclusion 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
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§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cheryl M Fernandes who can be reached on (571) 272- 
4018. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 am - 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Safet Metjahic can be reached on (571) 272-4023. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571 ) 273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

CMF 

February 4, 2006 
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